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The faithful ſerving of God and our 
Generation, the only Way 70 a peace- 
ful and happy Death. 
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ERM ON 
Occaftioned by the DEATH of | 
The Reverend THOMAS CLAP, 

Preſident of Tale-College, in New-Haven) | 

Who departed this Lite, Jan. oth, 1767 1 
Delivered in the College-Chapel, Jan. 8th, 
Br 
The Rev'd Naphtali Daggett, |} 


LivixGSTONIAN Profeſſor of Divinity in YALE-CoLLEGE. - 


His Lord faid unto bim, Well done, good and faithful Servant! Thou 
haſt been faithful over a few Things, I will make thee Ruler over © 
many Things, Enter thou into the Joy of thy Lord, Mat. xxv. 23. 


1 
| 1 
* 


* 
. 
% 


o » ons 4. 


4 


— 


” . 2 "IS 2 : > * 
F 1 
mr, «Sa 4 3 7 — 


ig Ae. 


e 


P z "4 

9 8 
47 AY 
& ; ON Wr 


00 


133 
' 43 Ay 
4 


* 


% 
n 
- 
ww 


\ 


4 4465. a+ 1 


1 % gÞ 
PI 
fas 


1 


. 
„ 


* 


+ 


as 


Fi 


py Oye © 92 


5 8 22 . wt +\Þ * 
F x MEE 


42, 32 „n 


The faithful Serving if God and 0 our 


Generation, &c. 


ACT. x111. 35. 
Fur David, after he had ſerved his own Generation by the 
Will of God, fell on Sleep, and was laid unto his Fa- 


thers, and ſaw corruption. 


ESE words give us a very high and honourable 
character of the royal ſaint David, both as to his 
life and death. He ſerved his generation by the 

will of God; i. e. from a ſincere, obediential regard to 
the will and command of God, he ſtudiouſly endeavour- 
ed to advance the beſt intereſt and happineſs of his 
people. In his exalted ftation of ſovereign Monarch 


over God's Iſrael, by a ſpecial Divine appointment, he 


really made himſelf a ſervant to thoſe who were com- 
mitted to his care, and ſubjected to his royal authority. 
Thoſe who are advanced to the moſt honourable and 


important ſtations in Church or State, are thereby made 
ſervants to the Public. And every good man will value 


ſuch promotion principally, as a greater advantage for ſer- 
ving the intereſts of his fellow-men. Even the great 


Mediator, the moſt glorious and exalted Being chat ever 
WI. received 


a. 
received: a commiſſion, the Antitype of David, anointed” 
King: on God's holy hill of Zion, in conſequence of that 
moſt. honorary office, took upon him the form of a ſer- 
vant, came into the world to mimter, i. e. to be a ſer- 
vant, and was vbedzent unto. death, giving bis life. a” ran- 
ſem for many. 3 
$ It will not make any material alteration of the ſenſe, 4 
0 if we ſhould. ſuppoſe the words might have been more ; 
# exactly tranſlated thus, David in his own Generation, or 
\ in his Day, having ſerved the Will of God, &c. To. 
b ſerve the Will of God fignifies. the ſame as, living to 
1 tbe Will of. God, 1 Pet. iv. 2. It means the performing 
2 a courſe of faithful obedience to God, according to his 
F revealed Will, making that the rule of action. It na- 
naturally conveys the idea of that ſupreme regard to 
F the Will and authority of God commanding, which is 
eſſential to all true. obedience. Thus David ſincerely. 
regarded the Will and command of God, as laying him 
under the moſt ſacred obligations to promote the Di- 
vine glory in the world, by doing all in his power to 
advance the welfare, the civil and religious intereſt, of 
his choſen people. And having faithfully: laboured for a 


| courſe of years in ſerving the Will of God, and doing 
? the moſt important ſervices. to his generation, he fell 
| This is the. deſcription - of his death, A very natural, 
|. lively metaphor. to expreſs the quiet, peaceful and hap- 
| py exit of the faithful ſervants of God. To them death 
175 is only a gentle falling to ſleep, and the grave a quiet, 
| «aly bed of reſt, to which... they ſafely retire. at even. 
(0 19798951 after - 


after the fatigues and labours of life. Such was the 


death of this bleſſed Saint. While his Soul was re- 
ceived to Glory, to join the happy ſociety of the ſpirits 
of juſt men made perfect, his body was depoſited with 
bis fathers and predeceſſors, in the grave, where, by 
corrupting, it returned to its original duſt. 

I will but briefly obſerve, w vith regard to the con- 
nexion of theſe words with the preceeding diſcourſe ; 
that they are introduced by the Apoſtle, as an argument 
to prove the reſurrection of Chriſt, as being an event 
plainly predicted in the 10th Pfalm : the Apoſtle clearly 
ſhews, that theſe words of the Pſalmiſt, Thou walt not 
leave my ſoul i hell, or the ſtate of the dead, neither 
wilt thou ſuffer thine Holy One to ſee corruption, were 
not ſpoken or intended of David; but of Chrift, David's 
Son and Lord. Becauſe 'tis certain that David, after 
dying, was buried, returned to duſt again like other men, 
and ſaw corruption. And therefore, as the words were 
not verified in David, they muſt be underſtood as ſpo- 
ken by him under inſpiration, concerning his great An- 
titype, the Mefſiah, who was to be deſcended from him, 
as to his human Nature, and contain a prediction of 
his reſurrection. 

The words of the Text naturally ſuggeſt this doctri- 


pal Obſervation, which ſhall be the Subject of the fol- 
lowing diſcourſe, -viz. 


Dodlrine. That a life of faithful Service to Ged, and 


our Generation, is the only way 70 a Faun, 
ul and happy Death. 


bh treating this ſubject; 1 will endeavour briefly to 
| decent 


— — 
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6 
deſcribe the character here A or ſhew what is im 
phed in faithfully Serving God and our generation : --- 
.Canſfider the Neceſſity and Influence of this towards a- 
peaceful: add happy death : — and Wen apply the lab 
ject. 

; We all have the higheſt aſſurance that gen wilt 
ſoon overtake us, and thift the ſcene from this tranſi- 
tory, mortal ſtate, to an endleſs Eternity. And carr 
any of us be unconcerned about this moſt ſolemn, in- 
tereſting event? --- the manner in which we ſhall cloſe 
life, or in what circumſtances we fhall enter upon that 
never-ending ſtate of exiſtence beyond the grave? Are 
we not all deſirous to die the death of the Righteous, 
and ſhut up this toilſome ſcene of labour and fatigue 
with. a peaceful Sleep in Jeſus, and everlaſting Reſt 
conſequent ' thereupon ? We ſhould then be greatly ſo- 
licitous to uſe the proper means, and take the onh 
courſe that leads to this deſired End. And what this 
is, may appear, while, as was Propoſed, I ſhall endea- 
vour, 

I, To deſeri be the charafter given in the text, or ſpeu 
what is implied in faithfully ſerving God and our genera-- 
Hon. 

And this in general requires, that we put ourſelves 
into the beſt capacity we can for doing the greateſt 
Good in our power: --- that we vigoroully exert our- 
felves, employ our whole time, powers and influence for 
advancing the Glory of God and the beſt good of our 
fellow-men in our day; and that from a ſincere, obe- 


dient regard to. the will and women of God. 
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. It implies that we ſincerely return to God through 
Chriſt, devote and dedicate ourſelves to him. Tis evi= 
dent that the whole human Race have apoſtatized and 
departed from God by a general defection; have re- 
nounced their ſubjection to him; are become ſervants ta 

Sin, and even to Satan; and are thence Rebels and E- 
nemies to God. This is true, not only of the heathen 
Nations and groſs Idolaters, who don't fo much as ac- 
knowledge the true God: not only of thoſe who 
live openly vicious lives, without a- profeſſed ſubjection 
to God, and in an habitual allowed violation of his ſa- 
cred laws ; or under the diſguiſe of a profeſſion, indulge. 
themſelves in the ſecret Practio of known fin : But it 
is | equally the true character of all mankind, while in 
their natural unregenerate ſtate; or before they are re- 
newed in the ſpirit of their minds by a real Change of 
heart, and, by a voluntary Submiſſion and Union to 
Chriſt, are tranſlated out of the kingdom of Satan, in- 
to the kingdom of God's dear Son. Until this, all are 
in. a ſtate of ſervitude. to him, who is, by uſurpation, 
the God of this world, the ſpirit that worketh in the 
children of diſobedience. Now while other lords have 
the. dominion over us, 'tis certain we cannot truly ferye 
God. There muſt be a freedom from the reign of fin, 
in order to our becoming the ſervants of God. And 
hence it is abſolutely neceſſary in the firſt place, that 
we : ſincerely return to him, and be recovered, by re- 
newing grace, out of this ſtate of alienation from, and 
rebellion againſt him, While we remain under the pow 
er of that carnal mind which is enmity againſt him, 
| B | — 
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any means ſerve the will of God, of onr- 


we can't by 


generation by his will; altho' we may do many things 


materially good, ſuch. as are commanded; ; and perform 
many important ſervices to mankind.. Perſons may with- 
out a real change of heart practiſe many of the ſocial: 


virtues, perform the relative duties of their ſtation: may 


do actions of the greateſt advantage and utility to the 
ſociety. to- which they belong ; may be greatly inſtru- 
mental divers ways in promoting the intereſt of religion, 
and ſerving the church of God, while at the ſame time 
their conduct being rightly- conſidered, as to the grand 
ſpring and end of their actions, they are not truly ſer- 
ving their generation 25 the will of God: but are only 
ſerving themſelves, as their laſt End, and paying that 


ſupream regard to ſelf, which is due to God alone. If 


therefore we would anſwer the noble character in the 
text, it muſt be our firſt and great concern, to be re- 


covered from the dominion and ſervitude of fin, by the 


ry 


regenerating Influences of the divine Spirit; to have the 


law of God written on our hearts, that we may be ef- 
fectually diſpoſed to devote ourſelves. to him, as willing 


and obedient ſervants. Pertinent hereto is that direction 
of the Apoſtle, Be ye transformed by the renewing of 
your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and ac- 


ceptable and perfect will of God. 
2. That we chearfully engage in that particular work 
and buſineſs, to which we are called by the Providence 


of God. 


Religion, the Serving of God our Creator, and the 
Divine Redeemer, who. hath bought us wich his blood, 
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»ought to be the general — and buſineſs of all. 
And this includes a great variety of particular callings 
to be - purſued by different perſons, and various ſervices 
to be performed fot the glorifying of God, and accom- 
; pliſhing the. purpoſes of divine Mercy towards mankind, 
There are innumerable ſervices to be done for the bodies 
and ſouls of men; to promote their ſecular and civil 
4ntereſts, and their eternal ſalvation. Nor can we ferve 
God or our generation, unlets we engage in ſome em- 
ployment calculated to advance more or leſs of theſe im- 
portant intereſts. How can a perſon be a faithful ſer- 
vant in the negle& of all Service, when pans of it, 
and called to it? 

The greateſt affluence of fortune gives no liberty to 
:indulge ſloth, and | waſte away lite in ufeleſs idleneſs. 
Tho' riches may excuſe perſons from the lower drud- 
-gery of life; yet they oblige them to the greater activi- 
ty, and more extenſive uſefulneſs in ſome higher ſphere 
of action. Now as there is ſuch a vaſt variety of ſer- 
«vices to be done in life, God in his providence hath 
fitted perſons for them by the difference of their cir- 
cumſtances, diſpoſitions, and different endowments of body 
and mind: and hereby points out to each one his work 
and labour. And whoſoever would be a faithful ſervant 
of God in his day, ſhould be careful to know, what 
buſineſs the great Lord of the world hath pointed ont 
for him; humbly enquiring, with the Apoſtle in ano- 
ther caſe, Lord, what wilt thou have me to do? And 
here a due regard muſt be had both to the revealed and 
Providential will of God, in determining what _- 
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lch ment to FA in the world. We muſt not 
only ſee to it that our calling be lawful, and warranted . 
by the laws of God.: but alfo that it be- he very cal- 
ling, in which we can beſt ſerve God, do the moſt good, 
and beſt anſwer: the great End of life. We may law- 


fully regard our own intereſt, in ſubordination to God, 


and the general good of ſociety: + But we may not be 
determined in the choice of our buſineſs by a fupream, 
ſole regard to ſelf. As we are not our own; but God's 


abſolute property, we are bound to follow his directions, 
not conſulting our on caſe, honour, profit or ſelf-gra- 
tiſication. It ſhould ſeem but a little thing to us, to 
make a voluntary facrifice of theſe to the honour of God 


and the good of our generation: If God requires us to 


ſerve our generation, he doubtleſs requires us to do it 
in the beſt manner we are capable of; i. e. by doing 


thoſe ſervices for which he hath qualified us, and to 
which he calls us, however ungrateful and laborious ther 
may be. It is not ſufficient. to the character of a faitu- 
ſul ſervant, that he does ſome uſeful work : but he muſt 
do that particular work to which his maſter plainly di- 
rects him. It is criminal ſelfiſhneſs to chooſe our Em- 
. pens from an- ultimate regard to our : own particu- 


r intereſt. . The higheſt commendation that can be gi- 


ven to ſuch a conduct is this, that we. have choſe to 
ſerve ourſelyes, « 


ꝓ— 2 


3. That 


6 5 

3. That we exerciſe the greateſt Diligence and Fide- 
lity in doing the work and buſineſs aſſigned us by God. 

Whatever ſervice we undertake, it muſt be our care, 
to do it in ſuch a manner as may not only anſwer our 
own private ends; but fo as ſhall be moſt honouring 
to God, and moſt conducive to the good of our gene- 
ration. We are to conſider ourſelves, whatever our ſta- 
tion may 'be, as ſtewards under God, betruſted with 
certain powers and talents to be improved for him ac- 
cording to his will, and remember it is always required 
as an eflential qualification in good ſtewards, „that a2 
man be found faithful.“ 

This requires the diligent,” careful improvement of our 
whole time in doing the work aſſigned us. It muſt 
be deemed an inſtance of criminal unfaithfulneſs in ſer- 
vants, to waſte away their time in the neglect of their 
maſter's buſineſs-. The time allowed us here is God's 
time, and muſt” be: confidered as one of the moſt im- 
portant betruſtments committed to us, to be employed 
in the ſervice of God. 80 great and vaſtly important 
is the bufinefs we have to do, and fo ſcanty the pittance 
of time allotted: for it, that Wwe can have none to ſpare 
for the indulging of floth and idleneſs. The duties in- 
cumbent. upon us; of one kind or another, are quite 
ſufficient, and more than enough, to filt up the whole 
of our time with the moſt diligent activity. 

Faithfulneſs farther requires the ſtrenuous Exertion 4 
all- our ſkill and powers in the diſcharge ot our duty. 
Perſons may ſpend their whole time in the ſervices ap- 
pointed. to 3 and yet be very guilty of e | 
An > ©; 
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zand Nacknefs, in not exerting all their ſtrengih and Ikill 
in vigorous efforts. Perſons may keep doing, and yet 
make but poor diſpatch, by reaſon of the fluggiſh man- 
ner of acting, the want of vigour and vivacity. Thie 
is being flothful in buſineſs: in oppoſition to which we 
are required to be fervent in Spirit ſerving the Lord: 
--- and to do with our Might whatſoever our hand 
findeth to do. Dreaming over our buſineſs will never 
anſwer to the character of a faithful ſervant : nothing 
can be done to purpoſe without zeal and engagedneſs 


of ſoul. This 1s evidently true with regard to the com- 


mon callings of life; and equally ſo with regard to the 


grand buſineſs of religion, If we would approve our- 


ſelves faithful ſervants of God or our generation, we muſt 
do the work athgned us-heartily, as unto the Lord, not 
conſulting our own eaſe ; but the honour of God, and 
the good of thoſe we are called to ſerve, All the ſkill 
and powers we have were given to us of God to be 
improved for him: and the moſt- ſtrenuous, zealous ap- 
plication of them to the deſign of their. beſtowment. is 


as plainly required of us, as the uſing of them at all. 


He that had five talents would have been a ſlothful, 
unfaithful ſervant, if he had improved them only to the 
gaining of two more, when they were really ſufficient 


— 


The work and buſineſs appointed us is ever ſo great 
and weighty, as to call for the utmoſt exertion of all 


our ſtrength and ſkill. Whatever we have to do, we 
muſt labour in it. If our particular calling be merely 
f a ſecular nature, the duty we owe to Cod, to the 
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; Public and our families An us to be thorough and 
active therein, as knowing it is the diligent hand that 
maketh rich. | 

If we be intruſted with the affairs of ſtate and go- 
vernment, we. muſt. rule with diligence, as thoſe that 
rule for God, guiding thoſe put under our direction by 


the ſkilfulneſs of our hands, as well as feeding them * 1 
in the integrity of our heart. If we undertake to give | 
counſel, plead the cauſes and defend the properties of — 


others, there will be occaſion for ſtudying their cauſes 
thoroughly, and carefully exerting the utmoſt {kill in the 
management of them, that they may not loſe their right 
through our criminal indolence. At the fame time there 
will be equal need to be upon our guard, that we give 
only ſuch advice as we honeſtly think conſiſtent . with 
juſtice, and calculated for the benefit of thoſe we pro- 
feſs to ſerve ; leſt a view to ſelf-intereſt prove a ſucceſs- - 
ful temptation to the promoting. of ſtrife, and perpetu-- 
ating litigation for the fake of gain. 5 

He that hath. the lives and health of his fellow a 
creatures committed to his care, if he be a faith ſul ſer- 
vant of his generation, will have a ſympathetic feeling 
of their miſeries, and be kindly moved to ſtudy and ap- 
ply the utmoſt force of ſkill and medicine for their relief. 

He that would ſerve his generation faithfully: in the 
character of a public inſtructor, will ſtrain his invention 
to find out the moſt eaſy and ſucceſsful way of convey- 1 
ing knowledge to the minds of his pupils, and apply- $0 , 
every ſpur to excite their induſtry,” and promote their | 
progreſs in learning, and when he. ices the ſucceſs * | 
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1 his endeavours, will, feel ſuch R ſenfible joy, as will be 
| an ample compenſation for all his Tale pains and 
1 labours. 0: 
18 KA If the care of ſouls, and the immortal intereſts of men 
IE: be our charge, we cannot faithfully. diſcharge this high. - 
and important truſt without the greateſt diligence and 
activity. WW hoſoever would faithfully ſerve his generation, 
by the will of God, in this moſt important ſtation, ba 
f feel himſelf obliged to great diligence in ſtudy ; 
careful improvement of time, and a. moſt re gs 
plication to the ſeveral branches of his buſineſs. He Will 
not depend upon a life of ſloth, eaſe and ſenſual plea- 
1 ſure: but upon a courſe of watching, toil and labour. 
1 He will deeply feel the neceflity , of ſtudying to ſhew 
5 himſelf approved unto God, a workman that , needeth 
5 not to — aſhamed. So many weighty concerns will lie 
upon his mind, and ſuch a variety. of important ſervices 
44 will daily croud in upon him, that he will not find any 
| time to be ſpared to indolence, . beſides what is abſolute- 
{ | iy neceſſary for the preſervation of health, or the relax- 
1 ation of the mind from the intenſeneſs of application. 
| He will look upon every article of that ſervice which is 
deſigned to fave.linners from eternal ..damnation, and 
1 aſſiſt them in the way to Heaven, to be of ſuch vaſt 
1 importance as to require his utmoſt attention, and dili- 
| gent application to buſineſs. He will daily realize the 
exceeding ſhortneſs and uncertainty. of human life, ſo as 
3 to feel his mind in ſome meaſure impreſſed as our ſa- 
1 viour's was, when he ſaid, J mut work the work of 
| A that ſent me, while t the day laſts, Faithfulneſs _ 
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0 dee A fide $8. WP in the. diſcharge of 
duty, amidſt © many diſcouragements and oppoſition 
to be met with. This is truly a militant ſtate: and 
life well ſpent in any ftation muſt be a conſtant war- 
fare : and what can the Soldier do without Courage and 
Reſolution ? 

Such is the depravity and corruption of human na- 
ture, that not the leaſt advance or progreſs in the Chriſ- 
tian life can be made without agonizing, and ſtriving, 
as perſons ſtrive for the maſtery. So many and power- 
ful are our Enemies, both from within and without, 
that we have conſtant need to be cloathed with the 
whole Armour of God, and therein exert the greateſt 
efforts. of heroiſm. For we have to wreſtle not only 
with fleth and blood; but with Principalities and Powers. 
Every Chriſtian muſt have the Spirit and Reſolution ' of 
a Martyr, to ſupport him under diſcouragements, and 
bear him up in the diſcharge of duty againſt all the re- 
proach, and various oppoſition with which he may bs 
Called to encounter. | 

And thoſe who are called to ſerve their generation in 
'public ſtations, have need of more than ordinary reſolu- 
tion, to keep them from fainting in their labour; as 
they will be likely to mect with the moſt forcible op- 
3 Even when they moſt ſincerely deſign, and 
faithfully labour to advance the welfare of their fellow 
men, they muſt, expect to meet with cevronch and ca- 
lumny from the envious and malicious; and have the 
worſt conſtructions put upon ſome of their moſt: bene- 
volent actions, Ang theſe S are diſcouragements So ; 
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trials, VILE W nature can't but feel. Bit ſtill he 
that will be faithful, will arm himſelf with courage and 
reſolution, and not be intimidated from the proſecution 
of his duty. As he is not influenced. mainly by a re- 


gard to any preſent reward: but by a ſupetior reſpect 


to the will and glory of God, the ungrateful returns he- 


may receive from men, will not make him deſiſt from 


unwearied endeavours to ſerve. them, ſo long as he fees: 
any rational proſpect of promoting their good. Of this- 
we have a moſt laudable example in the Apoſtle Paul, 
who could find it in his heart, to ſpend and be ſpent, 


and that 2 willingly too, in the ſervice of thoſe to 


whom he miniſtred, . notwithſtanding their ingratitude, 
"and abuſive. treatment of him; even tho the more abun- 
dantly he loved them, and expreſſed his love for them, 
the 2 he ſhould be loved by them. In view of the 


moſt ungenerous uſage, and cruel ſufferings, even to 


death. itſelf, from the hands of men, he had the gene- 
rous fortitude to declare, and act -up to the declaration 
too, That none of theſe things moved him, and that- 
he had no intereſt on earth too dear to be made a vo- 
luntary. facrifice, out of à ſupream regard to his divine 
Lord and Maſter. Some good degrees of this ſpirit and 
reſolution muſt be poſſeſſed and exerciſed by every one, 
who would anſwer the character of ſerving his genera- 
tion faithfully by the. will of God. | | 


The character farther requires, that a ſupream re- 


gard to the Will of God be the main ſpring and ulti- 


mate end of action with us. 


The Wilt of the abſolute Proprietor of the Univerſe, 
” e by, ſignified 
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"Hgnified by his. command, is the proper formal Cauſe 
ot all moral Obligation. That which is the higheſt 


reaſon for any action ought to have, the greateſt influ- 


*ence in moving and exciting us thereto, Our being 


influenced to action mainly by that. which ought to be 
the 'higheſt reaſon for ating, is eſſential to all truly vir- 
tuous conduct. And therefore a ſupream reſpect to the 


will of God ſhould ever be the grand, governing motive. 
with us. Such is the very nature and conſtitution of 
all rational creatures, that they can't be deſtitute of Self- 
Love: and they may innocently feel the influence of it 
in exciting them to action. But then there is a ſune- 


rior regard due ro God and his Will. And this is ab- 


ſolutely neceſſary to the ſerving of God. We are pro- 


perly ſaid to ſerve that being or object, which com- 
mands our chief affection and regard. This the Apoſtle 

obſerved as a rule in drawing characters: Jr they that 
are ſuch, ſerve nat cur Lerd Jeſus Chriſt, but their owe 
belly. A reigning regard to Self debaſes the nobleſt ac- 
tions, and even the exerciſes of religion into a mean 
Self-Service ; whereas a due regard to God renders the 
moſt inconſiderable actions, ſuch as the giving a cup of 
cold water, an acceptable ſervice to him. It is happy 
indeed for the community, when even a principle of 
ſelf-love is ſo regulated, as to influence perſons to ſuck 


a courſe of conduct, as ſerves to promote the publio 


good. But then it doth not come up to the character, 
of ferving aur generation by the will of Grd, unleſs a 
ſupream regard to His Will be the governing princi- 


Wb of action. Whatever our buſineſs and e 
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Band intitled to tho 


may be, whether in the Field or in tlie Church, the 
grand thing, which determines, whether we are truly 
lerving God, or not, is the regard we have. to his-will 


in what we do. If we act for him; if a deſire to 


pleaſe and honour him hath a powerful influence upon 


our hearts: if, in conjunction with our own intereſt, 


and a natural benevolence. to the human race, our fouls. 
are prompted to a right courſe of conduct by a ſuperior 
regard to the will and authority of God commanding, we act 
aright, Let all thoſe who are peaceable, induſtrious, orderly 
members of ſociety ever meet with reſpect and com- 
mendation, tho” in private life: let all who have per- 
formed important, public ſervices to their country, either 
in the Field of battle; or in promoting the intereſt of 
learning, or as Patriots in defending our civil Rights. 
and Liberties, ever be gratefully rewarded; and their 
Names be handed down to the. lateſt ages with: great 
applauſe : for this they juſtly deſerve from mankind. 
But if they have been actuated folely, or mainly by a 
regard to private, perſonal intereſt, or an ambitious view 
to honour ; and have not ſupreamly regarded God and 
their obligations to him, it remains unhappily true, that 


| how greatly ſoever they may have ſerved their genera- 
tion, they have not done it by the Will of God. 


But if we are influenced to a diligent, faithful diſ- 
charge of the buſineſs aſſigned us, whatever it may be, 
by a due regard to the will and honour of God, we 
excellent character in the text. 
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F II. Ve may now ' briefly confider the meals and influx a | 
A ence of thus ferving our generation by the Will of God: WW 
towards a peaceful and happy death, Ap 
And the influence of a life thus ſpent, . and the neceſ- . 
fity of it, in order to our dying in peace, is ſo very . 
evident, as not to need a word ſaid upon it meerly by 
way of proof: I will therefore only offer a few ob- | 
ſervations- to impreſs this plain and important truth upon 
our minds. None, I preſume, will imagine that a life N 
of the moſt faithful ſervice can merit or deſerve ſuch a 
bleſſed death, as is expreſſed in the text, by falling a- 
ſleep. But ftill the infinence and neceſhty of it appear 
_ many other conſiderations. 
We ate under the ſtrongeſt obligations to live to 
8 good purpoſe, and not waſte life away in vain, 
We are not our owa; but God's; and owe our 
ſelves, and our utmoſt ſervices to him, and to our ge- 
neration by his will and command. Every one is bound 
to live to God, and do that ſervice to his generation 
which the divine will points out to him. And this ob- | 
ligation is greatly increaſed upon thoſe whom Providence 
hath . furniſhed with opportunity, with ſuperior powers 
and capacities for doing great and extenfive good in the 
world... Whoſocver lives à uſeleſs life, neglecting the | 
ſervice appointed to him, is an unprofitable ſervant ; is 
aggravatedly guilty:; muſt lie under the juſt diſpleaſure- 
and curſe of God: and therefore cannot die in peace. 
| Very great muſt be the fin and guilt of ſpending life 
8 in uſeleſs idleneſs: and the guilt increaſes in proportion 
0 the advyaritages we have for ſerving God in „b ox; 4: 
v4 


i 
22 
2 
* 
*. 
4 


— 
* 
4 
* 
115 5 


"WED : Rd 

Death we know ae be 110 to us, without the di- 
vine approbation : and this the ſlothful ſervant canndt 
expect. But on the «contrary, muſt. be frowned away 
from the favourable preſence of God into everlaſting 

darkneſs. | 
2. The promiſe of Ged enſures-a' happy death to all 

his faithful ſervants ; and to none but ſuch, | 
The approbation of God, and final acceptance with 
him are quite ſufſicient to render the fleep of death 
FL happy to us. And this is fully ſecured to all his faith- 
5 1 ful ſervants by his- unfailing promiſe. If any man ſerve 
1: mme, ſays Chriſt, him will my father - honour, Eternal 
1 life will! be the ſure reward of all thoſe, who by patient 
the . continuance in- well-doing -. feek for glory, : honour and 
| _ - Immortality. Their ſleep in the grave will be but ſhort, 
| before they ſhalls come forth to the reſurrection of life. 
" Thoſe: muſt certainly depart in peace, who are intitled 
to that gracious promiſe of Chriſt, Where I am, there 
| « ſhall alſo my ſervant be. Their death ſhall be peace- 
| ful, as being free from the horrors of damnation. It 
4 will be an entire reſt from their labours, while their 
5 works ſhall follow them. to be rewarded. They ſhall 
immediately enter into that reſt which remaineth for the 
people of Ged. As ſoon as they. put off mortality, and 
are uncloathed of fleſh, they ſhall be preſent with the 
Lord, which the Apoſtle judged to be far better, than to 
. abide here in the fleſh. Row juſtly may we apply to 
them, what the Queen of Sheba ſaid concerning the at- 
tendants of King Solomon, Happy are theſe thy ſervants, 
hich Rand continually before .thee ? nnn 
that 
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that ſleep of the body be, which introduces the foul in- 
to the immediate pods le. of the King of Glory. 
3. A life. of faithful Service to God and our. genera- - 
tion finiſhes the work aſligned us. here, and. ſo. pie 5 
us to go to reſt. 

If the ſitting ſun, and darkneſs of night come upon 

a perſon before he hath done the buſineſs of the day, 
it may juſtly fill him with diſquietude, and difturb his 
reſt in fleep : whereas the. ſhades of . cvening muſt be 
grateful- and pleaſant to the faithful . labourer, when he 
hath diſpatched the work of the day. We are called 
to work while the. day laſts :- the ſuccceding evening 19 - 
appointed for reſt, Now the conſidetation of a day 
ſpent in idleneſs, and in the. negle&. of neceflary duty, 
mult very much unfit a perſon of reflection for the en- 
zoyment of reſt at night. On the contrary, when a per- 
fon hath faithfully diſcharged the appointed duties of the 
day, he is prepared. to take his. Relt in fleep, This idea 
is naturally conveyed by the metaphor in the text, where 
death is deſcribed as a going to fleep. . God bath aſ- 
ſigned us all our work. and bulineſs here in life, which 
is juſtly repreſented as a day, on account of its ſhort- 
neſs: Our buſineſs in the world is, to take care of 
our ſouls, and do all the goad in our power to the 
ſouls and bodies of others. And when this-is done by 
a life of faithful ſervice, then a perſon is prepared for 
the ſleep of death, and the reſt of the grave. Faithful 
labouring through the day gives a natural congruity and 
propriety to- reſting i in the night ſeaſon ; And fo lays a 


alt foundation for peaceful ſleeꝝ 2 
4. Reflections 


* 


1 
4. Reflections upon a life RY ſpent muſt give the 
emind preat peace in death, or in the near proſpect of it. 
When the humble Saint, who utterly diſclaims. all 
pretenfions to merit, and is deeply ſenſible of the nu- 
merous defects and imperfections of his obedience, can 
have a juſt conſciouſneſs of having ſincerely endeavoured 
to prepare himſelf and comply with the will of his 
Lord, it muſt give him unſpeakable peace and ſatisfac- 


. tion, under the view of approaching death, to reflect 


back on a life ſinoerely devoted to the Service of God. 
This was a great thing with the holy Apoſtle : For this, 


ſays he, is our rejoicing, the teſtimony of our conſcience, 


that in ſimplicity and godly fincerity : not by fleſhly 
wiſdom, but by the grace of Ged we have had our 


converſation in the world. The time of my depar- 


ture is at band: I have fought a good fight; I have 
finiſhed ' my courſe; I have kept the faith. Henceforth 
there is laid up for me a crown of righteouſneſs &c. 


If we may but ſo live and act, as to be truly able te 


adopt theſe words of dying Paul, 'we may with the 
utmoſt -calmneſs and compoſure cloſe our eyes in the 
ſleep of death. While juſt reflections on a life unpro- 
Hitably waſted away, or proſtituted to the ſervice of fin, 
will arm death with the moſt tremendous terrors to the 
wicked, and give a dreadful anticipation of the endleſs 
miſeries of Hell, a review of our paſt life, devoted 
faithfully to the Service of God and our generation, 
will render it but a gentle falling to fleep, after having 
Seen tired with the toils and labours of life. 


APPLE 
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rr o x. 
I. Let us call ourſelves to a firiff examination, whether 
ee are truly ſerving our generation by the will of God? © 
If we, are already fixed in public ſtations, it behooves 
us ſerioutly to examine, how we diſcharge the duties 
of them? whether we faithfully and diligemly exert 
ourſelves, to do all the good and ſervice we can there- 
in? And whether we do the ſervice aſſigned us, by the 
Will of God; out of obedience to his will, and with a 
ſupream regard to his honour and Glory? We ſhall 
ſoon hear the character, of good and faithful | ſervant, 
-or that of flothful .and unprofitable ſervant, applied to 
as, and that under circumſtances of the moſt awful ſo- 
lemnity. It muſt then highly concern us to enquire, 
'which of theſe characters now belongs to us? Or if we are 
not yet called to public ſervice, and are only training up 
for it, we muſt conſider ourſelves as under ſtrong obli- 
gations to be ſerving God and our generation now, by 
living lives of religion and devotedneſs to God; and di- 
:ligently acquiring the requiſite qualifications for extenſive 
'uſefulneſs hereafter, when we ſhall be called on to the 
| 897 of action. Nou, who are now ſtudents in this 
College, are not ſent hither to ſpend theſe precious 
days of youth in idleneſs; but to be exceeding in- 
Auſtrious and diligent in improving your time and bY 
advantages to the gaining a rich furniture of uſeful 
knowledge, that you may ſoon be able to do more 
than others in ſerving God and your generation, in the 
ſeveral important ſtations, wherein Providence may here- 
after place you, if your 2 ſhould be ſpared, And ds 
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you. fuitably feel your obligations to God and man in 


this matter ? and are you by a ſenſe hereof excited to 


a diligent application of your time and. powers to this 
very agreable buſineſs, to which you are now. called? 
And in a particular manner let me enquire. ; are you: 
now much engaged and concerned to ſecure the ſpecial, 
ſanctifying grace of God, whereby you may lay the moſt: 
happy and ſure foundation for ſerving him, and being 
public bleſſings to mankind ? Theſe are ſerious enqui- 
ries which you ſhould. often make: theſe are matters 
of importance which demand your attention. 
II. Let us contemplate a moment . the great happineſs of 
all thoſe, wha. faithfully ſerve their generation by. the will 
God. | 


They very often, tho' not always indeed, receive ſome 
ſuitable recompence of gratitude, eſteem and honour from 
mankind in. this life. But the grand article of their 
bleſſedneſs is this, that they ſecure to themſelves an 
happy and peaceful death. --- They ſhall fall aſleep. 
Death, that great terror to human nature, hath nothing 
in it very terrible to them.. They may. juſtly view the 
approach of it with compoſure, and even with a ſenſible 
joy, as a ſtill evening inviting them to quiet repoſe ;---- 
the evening. of life, when they ſhall have accompliſhed, 
as an hireling, their day, and be called off from labour 
and fatigue to reſt in their grave, and receive the glo- 
rious reward of their ſervice. The grave indeed, in one 
view of it, is very. dark and gloomy, a diſmal region of 
filence and horror, as it cuts off all agreable intercourſe 


with the living, imptiſons gur bodies, and reduces them 
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2 
to a loathſome ſtate of 8s... But when rightly 
viewed in the whole of it, and all its happy conſequen- 
ces, tis nothing elſe, but a ſafe and eaſy bed of reft 
to the faithful ſervants of God, and death only a gt 
night's ſlcep. to them: as it ſhall be but a little while, 
before their ſleeping duſt ſhall awake, and come forth 
-out of their graves by a glorious reſutrection to eternal 
life. Indeed to ſee death overtaking and ſeizing an un- 
profitable ſervant ; one who hath lived to no other pur- 
poſe, but to ferve himſelf, to ſerve Satan and his own 
luſts, and hath ſpent life in filling up the meaſure of 
his iniquities, is a ſcene full of moſt ſhocking horror, 
as we know it muſt arreſt, and drag his ſoul away to 
«ternal torments, while it conſigns over his body to the 
Priſon of divine Juſtice, from whence it muſt ſhortly 
come forth to ſhaine- and everlaſting contempt, even to 


the reſurrection of Damnation. 


But how happily the reverſe of this is the death of 
thoſe, who have faithfully ſerved the will of God in 
their generation? They have done the important work 


and buſineſs of life: their evening is come, the proper 


time for a diſmiſſion from toil and labour: they have 
finiſhed their courſe : --- they look back, and ſee to their 
rejoicing, that in godly fincerity they have ſerved their 
generation, and that what remains is a Crown of righ- 
teouſneſs Jaid up for them. How quietly then may 
they fall afleep in the embraces of death, and enter into 


the reſt of Glory Who can help but ardevtly wiſh ta 
die t! 
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Tm. The fubjott now, treated upon fets in our view the, 
mo powerful motives to Faithfulneſi in the ſervice , 


God and our generation. 
The gloomy trying ſcene, of Death is before us all : 


we muſt very ſoon paſs thro' it. It is a ſcene fo in- 
tereſting, both in 88 immediate, and everlaſting conſe- 
quences of it, that it cannot fail to engage the attention 
of every rational and. conſiderate. perſon. It muſt be 
either awfully dreadful, or exceedingly Joyful to us. ---- . 
There is one way, and. only one, whereby. it may be 
rendered a very defirable. and Happy event to us, that is, 
by out becoming the ſincere and faithful ſervants of God, | 
and approving ourſelves to him as ſuch, by ſerving our 

generation according to his will: Let us then be fo. 
wiſe, as to engage immediately in his ſervice, and exert 
ourſelves in a faithful diſcharge of the Duty aſſigned us 


by him. Let us ever act under a realizing view 


Sad, and, labour to diſarm it of all its terrors, by 
preparing to fall aſleep in Jeſus. Let us cver bear it in 
mind, that we are, now daily preparing ourſelves either 


for a joy fal or à terrible, death. This will, ſoon over- 


take us, either like, the dreadful execution of ſlothful 
ſervants, and enemies to the great King of heaven, or 
elſe as a kind welcome Invitation to reſt from labour, | 
apd enter into the joys of our, Lord. We cannot heſi- 
tate a moment, which of theſe to chooſe. If then we 
would meet death with comfort, we muſt diligently ap- 
ply ourſelves to work the work of him that ſent us in- 
to the world, while the Day laſts. And may the af 


King providence, which hath called us together at this 
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time, ſerve to impreſs the ſerious, important advice up#-- 
on the hearts of us all. There is a cloud of witneſſes 
gone before us into the eternal world by a peaceful 
death, in conſequence of having ſerved their generation 
faithfully by the will of God. One who eminently an- 


ſwered this character bur yeſterday morning fell aſleep, 


the interring whoſe remains is the melancholly occaſion 


of our preſent, meeting. Let us take a. brief view of 


the exemplary life, and peaceful death . of this faithful 


Servant of God, that we may derive proper. inſtruction _ 


and quickening therefrom, Examples ſpeak louder than 
words, and often have a ſtriking powerful influence to 
excite to an .imitation of them, For this reaſon, among 


others, we have ſo many ſhining examples of eminent 


Saints and Servants of God left on facred record, that 


hereby, we. might. be quickened to become followers of 
them, who thro' faith and patience inherit the. promiſes. 


As God hath now . put. a period to. the uſeful life of 


this his Servant oa earth, and taken him, as we truſt, . 
ta himſelf in heaven, there to reap the glorious rewards 
of his important, faithful. ſervices here; and hath de- 
prived us., of the benefit of. any further labours of his 
in the world, let us endeavour to derive {ome great ad- 


vantage ſtill from his death, and from. a review of his 


paſt life, by which, tho' dead, he yet ſpeaketh to us. 
To this end let us take a brief ſurvey of this truly great 


and good man in the ſeveral important ſtations, wherein 
Divine Providence placed him, and which he ſo wor- 


thily filled, and we cannot fail to be agreably inſtructed. ! 


and animated by his excellent example, . 
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Let me juſt Hhletye; that be was deſcended of repu- 


-table eic in the town of Scituate, in the Province 
of the Maſſachuſets-Bay. He was the Son of Mr. 
Stephen and Mrs. N dane was born Juno 
F 56th 1703. 

He early :Uſcovered | a ſingular taſte for Science and 
Learning, joined with a vety ready Genius in acquiring 
of it, which his parents wiſely indulged by ſending him 
to the Grammar School, and giving him a liberal Edu- 
cation at- Harvard- College in Cambridge. - Here he made 
: a, very uncommon progreſs in the Arts and Sciences, 
and received his firſt Degree in the Year 1722. The 
early Impreſſions made on his heart by divine Grace 
drew his attention to the ſtudy of Divinity. Here he 
- diſcovered : thoſe ſublime Truths, and noble ſubjects, 
Which at once ſuited the Greatneſs of his mind, and 
the devout, religious temper of his Heart. He was ſettled 
in the work of the Miniſtry in the Town of Windham 
in the Colony of Connecticut, where he took the paſtoral 
Care of the firſt Church in that Town. And many are 
Kill Jiving witneſſes with what judiciouſneſs, with what 
doe adde diligence; zeal and fidelity, he there diſchar- 
ed the ſacred truſt for fourteen years, watching for the 
Fouls committed to his care. As a Preacher, he was not 


of the florid, ſhowey ſort:: but ſolid, grave and power- 
oh more by the weightineſs of the matter, than by the 

owers of Rhetoric, or any very ſuperior” Talent in the 
Art of ſpeaking. He was very inſtructive, uncommonly 
apt to teach; both in public and private. Inſtructing 
2 to be the natural exerciſe and diverſion of hi 
"yl mind. 
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mind. In this reſpect, as well as others, he was per- 7 
euliarly qualified for that more public ſervice deſigned x | 
him by Providence, and to which he was ſoon called, | 
For the Rectorate of Vale-College in New-Haven being 
vacant, he was ſoon fingled out and choſen to ſupply 
that important Office. In this he acquitted himſelf: 
with the utmoſt faithfulneſs, and to great Advantage in | 
promoting ſolid Learning and Religion, for near twenty- Yo 
ſeven years, performing ſuch a multiplicity of ſervices, - 
as ſcarce any other man could have gone thro' with, 
As to his Literary Character I may ſay briefly, that 
he underſtood well the three learned Languages : --- had 
a thorough Knowledge of Geography : --- was accurate 
in Chronology, well a:quainted with Hiſtory, eſpecially 
the moſt general and uſeful. branches. of it, and Church 
Hiſtory in a particular manner. He had deeply ſtudied 
the Scripture-Prophecies, in which he much delighted, 
and obtained a very clear underſtanding of then. A 
ſtrong Perception, with a clear Diſcernment, a penetrating | 
Genius, and a ſolid Judgment peculiarly qualified him 
for logical and metaphyſical Inquiries, in which he was- 
very well verſed. nigh ons 
The Fathers, and the Schoolmen he had examined 
with attention. The ſeveral Forms of Church-Goyern= 
ment he perfectly underſtood : and had ſettled his ſenti- 
ments fully in approbation of the Preſbyterian or Conſo- 
ciated method of eccleſiaſtical Government and Diſcipline, 
as agreable to the Scripture-Plan, and the true Medium 
between the unſcriptural Encroachments of Prelacy on 
the. one hand, and the Conſuſions of Inde pendency WP: 9 
the : | 
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1 
me other. The facred ok he ftudied with dili- 
- pence, wherein he found clearly taught the glorious, 
ſublime Doctrines of Grace, the true calviniſtic Doctrines 
of the Reformation. *Theſe he well underitood ; ; had 
the higheſt veneration for them, juſtly efteeming them 
to be traths of very great importance. He was metho- 
- Qical, * critical and deep in his reſearches into Divinity, 
| and was juſtly eſteemed a good Divine. He was allow- 
[14:4 ed by the” beſt Judges, to be well acquainted with the 
115 Civil Law, as-well as the Canon Law. | 32 
. _ "His Genius was naturally turned for mathematical, 
1 Knowledge, in which he had made great proficiency, in 
| 


the feveral branches of that ' moſt entertaining and uſe- 
ful Science. He had ſuch a - thorough Knowledge of 
| natural Philoſophy and Aſtronomy, that herein he was 
7 88 probably equal to almoſt any man upon the Continent. 
| He delighted to ſurvey the Heavens, and travel among 
| the Stars, and calculate their © wonderfully regular Mo- 
. tions, devoutly entertained with the ſurprizing Diiplays 
of the; power and wiſdem of the great Creator appear- 
ing therein. N | 
Bb With this large furniture of uſeful Knowledge he ſer- 
oy ved, and adorned the College for almoſt twenty-ſeven 
. Years with the greateſt aſſiduity, and moſt intenſe ap- 
| F plication to the duties of his * ni 
8. He Was a rare pattern of induſtry, and a perfect 
lj \ Maſter in the art of redeeming time, any moment of 
: 
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. which he thought too valuable to be loſt. - By this hap- 

I *Þy art, tho' he was not conſtitutionally of the moſt quick 

5 Aud active make, he Would really. diſpatch- well buſineſs 
P OP x e : ſufficient 


ſufficient for two or FA 33 It is almoſt incredible 
that he ſhould be able to pay a proper attention to, and 
go through with ſuch a multiplicity of different and ar- 
duous ſervices at the fame time. But it was a govern- 
ing maxim with him, to mind his own G6ufine/s, and 
loſe no time. 

He perform'd the part of a univerſal Inſtructor: con- 
ſtantly inſtructed one Claſs: bore the heavy burden of 
governing College: attended to all the various articles of 
its temporalities; and would at the ſame time be plan- 
ing and carrying on ſome uſeful building of the School. 
But his whole heart was bound up in the welfare of 
this important ſociety, He begrutched no pains or la- 
bour to promote its proſperity. The ſeveral buildings, 
which have been added to College, very much thro' his 
vigilant care and .unwearicd induffry are ſtanding eviden- 
ces of his ſteady attachment and attention to that pub- 
lic intereſt which was committed to his truſt, He could 
chearfully deny himſelf the natural comforts of life, and 
contribute largely of his own eſtate to relieve the neceſ- 
ſities, and advance the good of College. He ſeemed to 
care for it naturally, with as much ſolicitude as if it 


had been his own private intereſt, and all the Students 


his own Children. He juſtly viewed the importance of 
it in a ſtrong light, eſpecially with reſpect to the inte- 
reſt of Religion, that moiſt important intereſt, which a- 
bove all other things engaged the attention of his foul. 
As he had a deep ſenſe of the importance of the pure 
doctrines of the Chriſtian Religion, as they are revealed 


in the Goſpel, and 3 by the teformed Churches, 
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kis heart was principally as upon promoting and per 
petuating the Knowledge of theſe faving Truths. Often 
have I heard him. obſerve. to this effect, That Learning 
is evidently. of ſuch great advantage to any Community, 
that he had no doubt, but that ſuch a Colony as this 
would take Care to fee it encouraged and promoted. 
But Religion, ſaid he, is the great object of my fear and 
concern: and conſidering what human nature is in the 
preſent ſtate, and how the moſt of Chriſtian States in 
the world have degenerated into careleſſneſs about Re- 
ligion, I cannot rationally have the fame aſſurance, that 
the Community will. continue to pay an equal attention - 
to this, as they likely will merely to the intereſt of 
Learning. | 5 | 

I muſt juſt obſerve; that theſe ſolid buildings are wit-- 
neſſes of his faithful Attention to the intereſt of College, 
while hundreds now living, who had the happineſs to 
be his Pupils, are witneſſes to his ſuperior Talents, and 
uncommon faithfulneſs as an Inſtructor, He never un- 
dertook any truſt; . to which he was not eminently faith- 
ful; nor ſuſtained. any Relation, whether of a Huſband, 
2 Parent, or a Friend, but what he was conſcientious 
and punctual in diſcharging the Duties of the fame. 
He was naturally ſteady. in his temper, grave and judi- 
cious: - deliberate and ſure. in Planning his Schemes, 
unwearied and immovably reſolute. in the execution of 
them. He was remarkable for the entire command he 
had of his Paſſions; patient under abuſes; having learnt 
to bear reproach and reviling, without reviling again.--- 
A. perfect Oeconomiſt in his affairs ; frugal without 2 

a . Mean 
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anean parſimony, and liberal” withaot profuſeneſs. An 
enemy to all vain ſhew, and uſeleſs Ceremonies, ſo that 
he could hardly deſcend to ſo much of this kind, as his 
public Station might ſeem to require. His great foul 
was all intent upon the folid and uſeful.---He was kind 
and benevolent, exhibiting the moſt ſubſtantial proofs of 
love, tho' without thoſe tender overfiowings of affection, 
which are common in perſons of a more foft and vo- 
latile conſtitution. He thought, he acted, he lived very 
uniformly, and by rule. tHe led a life of ſtrict exem- 
plary piety : not flighty in the emotions of his zeal ? 
but uniformly ſerious, conſtantly and ſteadily devoted to 
God. Having been long favoured with a cloſe connex- 
ion, and intimate acquaintance with him, I may be al- 
lowed to bear teſtimony to the deep, habitual ſenſe of 
eternal things, which he appeared to maintain upon his 
mind, and the ſteady regard he paid to the great con- 
cerns of Religion. And as he lived, fo he died. 

When he apprehended death probably near, he ſen- 
ſibly expreſſed an entire Reſignation to the Will of God, 
and a firm unſhaken hope of his good eſtate. And 
when it was obſerved to him, that he was looked upon 
to be very dangerouſly ſick, he made a little exception 
to the propriety of the expreſſion : that the ſituation could 
not be properly calked dangerous, in which he was ad- 
vanced ſo near to the end of all his toils and labours, 
and ſo nigh to the Haven of eternal reſt, He was per- 
fectly calm and compoſed, and reconciled to dying. --- 
'The King of Terrours could not daunt him, or ſhake 


me Foundation of his hope, --- He gave the natural 
| Symptome 
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Deceaſed,. while. I ſay; 
had more Excellencies, attended wither fewer defects, than 
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© 34 ) 
ſtrong pains in body, thro' the night 
receeding his difſolution ; and ſoon after the natural Sun 
bad riſen upon our Hemiſphere, this bright Luminary 
in our- Church, and Republic of Literature, who had. 
much reſembled the Sun in the Steadineſs of his Courſe, 


and in diffuſing the Light of Knowledge around him, 


was extinguiſh'd by having his eyes cloſed in the flum-- 
bers of death: without a groan or ſtruggle he fell aſleep. 

Every ſenſible perſon muſt nauſeate that fulſome pane- 
gyric, which almoſt deifies any one of - the fallen race, 
by denying all imperfection of him, and aſcribing every 
perfection to him, almoſt to an infinite degree. Of this 
I will not be guilty: I ſhall think myſelf at once ſup- 
ported Truth, and aequitted as doing Juſtice to the 
That few of the human Race 


He. --- That he was a great Genius, improved by exten- 
five, univerſal Learning: — that he diligently devoted 
his time and talents to the Service of God and mankind : 


— and that he lived a very uſeful life, well anſwering 


the Character in the text, ſerving his generation faith- 
fully by the Will of God. 

I am not inſenſible that his Death is a public loſs ; 
as .he was yet capable, notwithſtanding his age, of very 
important fervice, which he had in view . But as he 
hath done ſueh eminent-ſervices, enough, and more than 
enough for one man, and was continued therein almoſt 
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to the very cloſe of Life +a us be thankful therefor ;. 
and patiently acquieſce in the diſpoſal of Heaven, which 
hath called him off from exceſſive labour and Toil to 
the peaceful enjoyment of everlaſting, Reſt. 

Ceaſe then your tears, ye ſorrowing Relatives. - Altho#. 
you can't but deeply feel your Loſs, I hope you will. 
conſider what abundaut Reaſon you have to bs thankful, 
that God hath made him ſo great a Comfort and Blefling 
to you for a great while, and be reconciled to a ſhort parting, 
while he is happily enjoying the Reward. of his labours. 

Dear Madam, he expreſſed it as matter of Comfort 
on his dying bed, that he hoped to meet you ſoon in 
Heaven. A few days will finiſh this. ſhort, tireſome 
Scene of life and ſorrow with you all. And what a 
joyful Day will it be to you all, if thro' ſovereign Mer- 
cy, you ſhould meet him in Glory. This will ad even 
to the ſoys and Bleſſedneſs of Heaven. .You have not 
wholly loſt Him; you will ſtill enjoy him in the re- 
membrance of *thoſe kind, important Counſels and In- 
ſtructions, which he hath ſo often given you: and at 
the ſame time you will have his worthy Example fix- 
ed in your minds, directing you how to live to God, 
how to die in peace, and how to arrive to immortal 
Bleſſedneis. May this be the happy iſſue of life to you-all, 

My Reverend Fathers and Brethren in the. Miniſtry, 
we are called to take: our place in the rank of Mourners 
this day, on account of our .Loſs in the death of this 
great and good Man, who was ſo wiſe and faithful a 


Guide 


+; He Publickly reſigned the Pr, Pref: Trey of the College, at the Commence 5 
mans, Sept. 1 Qih, 176, and died the January following. . 
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| {Guide to us, and from whoſe ſuperior accompliſhments. 
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1 We might have yet received great aſſiſtance, direction 
i! 4 and quickening in the diſcharge of our Sacred important 
WIL Truſt. We are weakened and bereaved in having our 
1 Maſter taken from our head this day, who was ſo ſkil- 
N 4 ful, and fo zealouſſy engaged in promoting that impor- 
14 tant Cauſe of Truth and pure Religion, to which we 
17 are under the moſt ſacted obligations to devote our lives. 
1 But fince death hath deprived us of the advantage of. 


his living inſtructions, let us be directed and quickened 
in our duty by his example, as a Miniſter, which is 
highly worthy of our imitation, And let his death ſerve 
to impreſs our minds with a deep ſenſe of this folemn, 
-quickening Truth, that the time haſtens fait, and will 
ſoon come, when we alſo muſt give up an account of 
-our ſtewardſhip, and be no longer Stewards. O that 
we might all obtain Mercy to be faithful, and finith 
-well the work of the day aſſigned us, that when the 
evening of life ſhall come, we may be prepared to fall 
aſleep, and retire to that reſt which. remaineth for the 

People of God. | 
My dear Pupils, who are Students in the College, 1 
am ſure your hearts cannot be unaffected with this Pro- 
vidence. See, there lies a breathleſs Corps, that vener- 
able Perſon, who but lately took a parental care of you. 
His faithfulneſs, and unwearied diligence in the diſcharge 
of his duty towards you, are well known to you all. 
1 am witneſs to the deep concern for your welfare, 
which lay with prefling weight upon his mind, eſpeci- 
ally for the everlaſting welfare of your immortal Souls. 
| . e eee 
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View: him then, as your deceaſed Father; with all tho(&: 


emotions of dutiful, filial Relpect, which become be- 
reaved children. Remember, how often, how faithfully, 
with what ſeriouſneſs and ſolemnity he very lately uſed 
to inſtruct, counſel and admonith you as children, fer- 


vently praying with, and for you in this very Place. --- 


From this Deſk he gave you the moſt important in- 
ſtructions, and ferious, folemn exhortations to Piety. --- 
Let his death ſerve to revive and rivet them in your 
memory, and inforce them on your conſciences, that ny 
my be the means of making you wiſe to Salvation. - 
Altho' he is dead, he ſtill ſpeaks loudly to you, Pay 
then a practical regard to the good and ſerious counſels 
which he hath ſo often given you-: devote yourſelves 
to God, mind Religion, and give ail diligence to ſecure 
the Salvation of your fouls. Otherwiſe that very Perſon 
will riſe up in the Day of Judgment, and feltify againſt 


you, that ye ſet at nought -a all the Counſels of Wiſdom, - 


and would none of her reproof. 

May we all, in this Inſtance, mark the perfect Man, 
and behold the Upright, and ſee, how his End is Peace. 
And may we be quickened by the conſideration to ſe- 
cure a due preparation for death, by diſcharging faith- 
fully the work and duty of life, that when the thadows 


of that long night, which is haſtening towards us, ſhall - 


be ſpread over us, we may quietly fall e's in Jetus, - 
2nd be remembered in the Reſurrection of the Juſt, 
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